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O lingua fraudis machinatrix impia, 
ua ſpe meum oppugnas capult ? | 
Scythe ferocis lingua Peſtilentior | 
Tinttis veneno ſpicnlis, li 
Ignis voracis lingua flammis acrior, | 
Luam ſilva flagrat arida, ti 
Buchanan, , CXX 3, &+ I! 
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15S very unaccountable, that whilſt not a ſew Vi- 
rulent and Lying Pamphlets againſt the Preſent Eſta- 
bliſhmenrt in Scor{and have come abroad, they ſhould 

u- be generally enterfained with fo profound a Silence, 

as is uſually the Concomitant of the. greateſt Guilr, And fince ir 

can be plainly demonſtrated, rhag'ir dves not proceed from this, it 
muſt be acknowledged, that 'tiy 6 wing to a Prodigious Stupidity and 

Supineneſs in thoſe Perſons tg! ſuffer themſelves to be thus impune 


' traduced : *Tis too apparent, What Advantages their Reſtleſs and 


Tyrannical Enemies reap thereby, who like that Arch-Tyrant their 
Maſter Lucifer, are unceſſantly puſhing on their Miſchievous De- 
ligns, the EfteQts of which we have in part taſted already, and may 
yet more, if a ſeaſonable Diligence in expoling them to the 
World do not prevent ir, Let not therefore a Self{h, Timorous,nor 
Slaviſh Principle, or a Prodigious 'Supineneſs, deter any from ſo 
commendable a deſign as is the defending our Liberties and Privi- - 
ledges againſt thoſe Men, who have been fo Aghty Hunters after 
them, and at laſt the Overthrowers thereof, and ſerting them forth 
m their own Colours, that the Government nor Subjects, may be 
no more impoſed upon by fo Spurious a Race of Mankind, whom, 
ſhould we judge of ther” by © their Actions, we would rather con- 
clude to be of Digbolical than Humane Extra&t. | 

But left, I ſhould ſeem to lay heavy burthens on other Mens Shoul- 
ders, and refuſe to rouch them with one of my Fingers, 1 ſhall brief- 
ly here, tho' in a toral Diffidence of my Ability to engage ſo Learn- 
ed an Adverſary, as Sir George Mackenzie was, make ſome Remarks 


' on his rey and leaving the Law Part to Gentlemen of the 
| 


Long Robe, 1 ſhall conrerit my'Self with ſhewing the World with 


what Ingenuity he repreſents thoſe Perſons, who were the Butt of 


the Fury of that Government'he undertakes the Vindication of : 


Andif I can Evince to the World,chat they whom he repreſents as the 
Refuſe of Mankind, were but aRted by the fame Principles that the 


Generality of Men are's and thar whar they are charged with.is bur 


what the moſt 'pretendedly Loyal have, or.would have under the 


ſame Circumſtances been guilty of, then [ hop ſhall appear co have 
rendred 
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. rendred uſ:lefs our Gentlemans beſt Engine for vindicating that 


> 


Government. IgE 
And, in the firſt place, ir-may-ſeem. ſtrange. that. any Perſon 
ſhould undertake the Vindication of the Management of Aﬀeairs in 
Scotland,under the Reign of Cherles I, Since no, Body,that we know 
of, has in Print undertaken-that of the \Management of Aﬀairs then 
even here, where things were not. ſcrewed up to thf beighth they were 


..n thar-Kingdom-: But above all it may be matter ot higheſt admi. 


; ration, that a Perſorv who: was-as' much. Dipt, as. any in thoſe Arbi- 
trary Proceedings, ' ſhould. aſpire, to zmpoſe thus far on the World, 


and more,/that any ſhould: be fo credulous, as to receive as Truths, 
«what the Paſſion our Author, diſcovers thraughaut the whole Pam- 


phler,plainly declares how unlikely he was to give atrue Relation of, 


{Bur tor be brief; 


He would have done well to have mentioned the Par- 
Pag. 1. ticulars wherewith -thoſe, Malicious Authors be mentions 
reproached the Government; and then refuted them by 


Plain Matter of Fatt : This. would have. procured greater Credit 


from all Judicious, -Unbyeſt-Perſons, than a bare repreſenting them 


65 it pleaſed him, {and that FoRion. 


Thisz/Author was t00, forward, when he aſſerted that 
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Orthodox ſocver this Prince was ( as 'tis none of my buſineſs to 
Queſtion either ) yet when ſo great Infringements were made upon 
the Priviledges of the People, fo Arbitrary Impriſonings, Finings 
&c, ( which are too Notorious for Impudence it ſelf to deny ) *twas 
no contemptible Sign, that the beſt that could be ſaid of him was 
that he was roo much Influecced by Bad Counſel, which is at leaſt a 
Corruption : And "cis a no lefs true than uſual ſaying,Corruptio optimns 
peſſima, and if they rook what courſe they thought conduced moſt 
tor their Security, 'tis but what may be Parallell'd in ſeveral Ages 
paſt : And late times have informed us, that not a few of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who have condemned this PraQtice of theirs, agaipſt the Lords 
Anointed, have been forced in Extreroity to haverecourſe to a much 
like Expedient : And therefore, I think, what he infinuates upon 
this Head will have little Influence on any, fave our preſent Male- 
contents. | 
He proceeds to aggravate their Crimes, wherein he 

muſt needs be Guilry of the Higheſt Difingenuity, or Ibid. 
Groſs Ignorance of Matters of Fact ( the latter of which 
is hardly credible of a Man of his Induſtry and Learning) while he 
ſays that Covenants were entred into by a Part of the Subjeds, lince 
it is certain that the Covenant was made by the Body of the Parlia- 
ment, the Earl of Adontroſe himſelf ( who was afterwards ſo greac 
a Champion for them ) concurring at firſt as vigorouſly as any ; and 
'is ſufficiently known, that it was upon a diſguſt, probably owing 
to his _—_— — who like another Pompey now modo Superio- 
rem, ſed nec Parem ferre walebat ) that he became ſuch a Champi- 
on for the Arbitrary Cauſe, And ſuppoſing they had any juſt ground 
for defending themlclves, Liberties, &c, ( As if when a King 
takes upon him to alter the Settlement ſtabliſht by Law be nor, 1 
know not when it will be, and afterwards ic may be too late ) then 
their entring into Leagues for that Effet againſt a Prince and thoſe 
Wicked Miniſters under him, will not be fo great a Bugbear as this 
Gentleman would make it to appear. Since the Proteſtants in Ger- 

, the Nerberlands, &c. did the like ; beſides, notwithſtanding 
what our Authors ſays, p, 3, That we had neither formerly known 
Oaths nor Burthens under our Gentle Kings, 'cis ſufficiently known 
that K. Charles I, ( when the Earl of: Traquair fate at the Helm 
there ) impoſed on the Subjets an Oath commonly called the Ten: 
der with great Severity generally over the Countrey, and. 'tis not 

B unprobable 
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' improbable, that the Covenant was a Counter-Oath to-that, But 


that ſuch Violence was uſed in impoſing the Covenant as this Gentle. 
man ſays(tho? | will not deny, but that it was impoſed more than per- 
haps was fitting ) is an Aﬀertion, which he and bis Party. cannor 
demonſtrate. 
That the General Afi:mbly refuſed to riſe, when Diſ- 
Page 2. folved by the Kings Commiſſioner, was becauſe they 
were authorized (o to do by the Parliament. That they 
threw out the Biſhops without the Authoriry of Parliament is falſe, 
fince they had their allowance for it. And tho' this Gentleman is 
pleaſed to fay, that the Biſhops were always the firſt of the three E- 
Rates of Parliament, yet *cis not to be received as an undcubted 
Truth, for ſetting aſide that it has been urged by as ſtrong, if not 
ſtronger Arguments, than the contrary has either by him, or a 
Learned Prelate, that at the firſt Propagation of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion in Scotland, they - had no Dioceſan Biſhops, but the Church 
was governed by Culdees or Monks ; yet this is certain, that for 
ſeveral Parliaments next after the Reformation, and during King 
Famess Reſidence there were no Biſhops,and conſtquently none ſate 
there; and that in Nov: 1610, three of the nominared Scorch Biſhops 
came up to Lowdon to receive Conſecration,that they might go down 
and confer the Holy Ghoſt upon their Brethren,... And iz may be col- 
leted from Hiſtories by what IndireRt- means Bt were eſtabli. 
ſhed there,viz. by impriſoning and ſending for to the Leading 
Men in the Aﬀernbly, bribing others that were at home, and threat- 
ing others, if they ſtood up for the Diſcipline of the Church: And 
the Biſhops themſelves ſolemnly proteſted in the preſence of the A(- 
ſembly, that they would never exerciſe that Authority, as it was 
in Englend, when all the while this was a meer trick to blind the Eyes 
of the Afſembly till ſuch time as they were fully ſetled in the Saddle. 
Beſides, moſt of our firſt Biſhops were Men very unfit for ſo weigh- 


ty a Charge as that js, as will appear by the following Verſes made 


their Vices, which becauſe they may have come to the hands 
of few here, for the Readers SatisfaQtion, I ſhall here inſert. 


Vina ama: Andreas, cum- vine \'Glaſgua amores, 
Ros caru,, Ludos Galva, Brichaus opes : 

Hulam Orcas, Ollam Moravus, perit Inſula freudes, 

Dumblanus tricss, nemen Abredonius z 


Fats . 
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Fats Caledonius fraterni ruminat agri 
Rarus adi: parochos O Catanze twos, 

Solus in Argadiis Praſul meritiſſimus Oris, 
Vers Mimuſterii Symbola Solus babet. 


I might ſay much more of theſe Gentlemen but will not trouble 
the Reader with it. 

Tis an Untruth that any were put to Death meerly for 
defending their own Houſes . e do not hear any of P. 3. 
Note put to death fave the Earl of Adentroſe. And bow 
Mercileſs that Nobleman was at Kil{ythe and other Places, is too 
well known, ſo that he rendred himſelf generally Odious, What he 
ſays of borrowing vaſt Suns of Money fignities: little to the Pur- 
pole, fince *tis fuffciently known that« War could not 
be carried on without Money: But it is certain the 16. 
Gentlemen of his fide ſtood notupon the Ceremonies of 
borrowing, for they left neither Money nor Goods where they 
came, and neyer queſtioned their Right ts any thing could they 
but lay their fingers on'c. 

[f this Gentleman had had the leaft Grain of Ingenu- 
ity, he would have acknowledged that the Presbyterians Ibid. 
were moſt Inftrumental in bringing home King Charles 
the IT, and *cis to be proved in Spite of him and his Party, that 
the Presbyterians in Scetiawd did behave themſelves moſt Loyally 
during the time of the Uſurpation z and that, if we except two 
or three, all that were advanced to be Biſhops at that Rings Reftau. 
ration had been the greateſt Complicrs with and Cajolers of the 
Uſurpation, Any that liv'd in thoſe days, can inform us of their 
behaviour, as Dr.Sherp made A. B. of St, Andrews, Hinniman 
fc. - Patterſon of Roſy, not to mention others. But 
our Author ſays that the worſ® of the People 

of them, For it is certain they laid fuch re- Ibid: 


(6) 
ng in their Families, in a thort time after this Primicive 
ine was reftor'd ,twould have been no hard matter to have 
found s whole Pariſh of the Publick Communion where God was 
not formally worſhipt in Families,tho' hiz Nate it may be prophan- 
ed an hundred times a day, And any Perſon that ſcemed ſober, 
and would not run with them to the ſame exceſs of Ryor, was 
branded with the Name of Fanarick, Hypocrite, and what not 5 
and all Religion not-riouſly ſc: ff:d ar, This in inodeſt Terms 
_ have ms afl:rted of 16. in 20. of that Communion, 

ich brings into my mind how Prophetical the Judicious Bezs 
was of the Scorch Prelates Kidney in a Letter of his to Mr. Knox, 
part whereof | ſhall here ſer down. © Bur, ( ſaith be ſpeaking of 
* them, ) | would haye you, my dear Knox and the other Brech- 
* ren, to remember tbat which. is before yuur Eyes : As Biſhops 
** brought forth the Papacy ; fo fatſe Bifhops the Relicks ot Pope- 
"ry, will bring in Epicuriſm into the World : They that defire 
** the Churches good and ſafety, let them take heed of this Peſti- 
* lence ; and ſeeing that you have put that Plague to flight rime- 
"* ouſly, 1 heartily pray you that you never admit itagain z albeic 
© irſcem plauſible with che pretence or colour of keeping Unity, 
* which pretence deceived the Ancient Fathzrs, yea many even the 
« beſt of them, | 


This Gentleman notoriouſly prevaricates in this Para- 
P, 5. graph when he ſays. © That the Parliament found 
* that all the Diſorders proceeded from the ſolemn League 
* and Covenant, and thoſe that adher'd thereto 5 and that they 
* therefore endeavoured to perſuade the Presbyterians to 
* difown it : but finding them Stubborn, to prevent acting the 
* ſame things over again, they reſtored Epiſcopacy. But I would 
know what theſe Diſorders were : Why reſiſting the Lords Anoint- 
ed, and not ſuffering him to tyranize at pleaſure, It is ſufficiently 
known that Lack ths Parliament in Scotlawd and that 'here in 
England immediately after the Reſtauration, to fſhew their Deteſta- 
tion of the former Parliaments Proceedings and their Zeal for un- 
bounded Monarchy, took unaccountable Meaſures, and 
them to 


Prayi 


inconſderately betrayed the Priviledges of the People, and did 
what lay in empt Kings to become Tyrants : and fo as 
they repeal'd the Covenant, they made a Declaration which at laſt” 
Was 


S2 
was as gel as ir RA whereby they obliged Men 
' to declare upon Oath, That it was Unlawful upon any pretencs 
' whatſoever to take up Arms againſt the King or any Commiſſioned by 
* him. AaJ to this Oath and the Preaching the Joyiul Tidings of 
of Paſlive Obedience, we owe all the Miſeries we have ſuffered 
fiac2, lr is certain that this Ozth was made Principally as a Trap 
for the Diſſenrers, as being -the only Perſons charged with the 
Guilc of the? War againſt King Charles 1, ( tho? it 1s ſufficiently 
known thit in England at lealt the greateſt part of the Church of 
England ( except we will reſtrift it to thole few hundreds now thai 
have not bowed the Knee to that Baal of the Pe ples, to uſe the 
Jacobires canting expreſhon, with ſome other of the Honeſt 
Vicar of Brays Principles their Well-wiſhers) joyned with the 
Parlizment, it it be bur conſidered that the Numbec of Difſ:nters 
. now is not the Third of the Inhabirants of England, when it is 
far greater than it was at the beginning of the Civil War. ) Bur 
behold rhe Juſtice of God ! For he made this Oath which they 
defigned as a Whip to chaſtiſe others a Rod for their own Backs, 
and ſuffered them to run on fo. far in their inconfaderation, that. 
in the End they found themſelves obliged to Juſtifie by their 
Praftice, what before they had by a Law condemned in thoſe 
Honeſt Patriots, bath here and in Scotland, that ſtood up for the 
Liberties of the People. And this was not only the practice 
of Laymen, but even ſome 3a the Higheſt of the Spiritual ſphere, 
did fo far Juſtifie the Proceedings of both thoſe Parliaments as to 
take Arms againſt the Lords Anointed, with a Nolumus Leges 
Anglia Mutari, Nor were there any that we know of that at 
thar time diſapproved, or at leaſt declared againſt Subjects joyn- 
ing with his preſent Majeſty againſt King Fames ; and the + 
Scripture ſays, He that is mot againſs us is for ut: Nay, did not 
even our Tender-conſcienc't ſcrupling Biſhops, refuſe to ſign.an 
Abhorrence of his preſent Majefties Undertaking,and;ro declare that 
it was Unlawful upon pain of Damnation ( as was formerly ſound- 
ed fromour Wooden Pulpits I had almoſt faid by Wooden Prieſts) 
for any of the SubjeQs to joyn with bim againſt the late King 
Fames, the then Lords Anointed ?, All which plainly . indicates - 
to us -bow miſerably. the People had. been bubbled out of their + 
Priviledge, by Gentlemen whom of all other ir might have been. 
lealt aothel from 1 So that had it not pleaſed God in his Good- 
neſs 
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neſs to make their Copy held to be touched, we had been (for 
ought can. .be- ſeet to the contrary) ipuated intoIrremediable 
flavery, 1 ſhall not. here'\ Trouble. the Reader with @ Parallel of 
the two Kings lllegal -Proceedings, it having been fo effectu- 
ally done already that Reaſon is tully ſatizfied- in the point, It is 
ſufficient to remark. that we were willing, -to-part with thar 
DoQtrrine we fo much valued. our {elves upon, when a regulating 
our PraQtice by it ſeem'd to: threaten us with a. ſtorms A plain 
Indication that it was but a Bait to fiſh Benefices, and a Trap 
to catch {imple People in, 


What he ſays That that Parliament reftored Epiſco- 
P. 6. Ppacy ſo much the more becauſe that Government had in 
no Ape nor Place forced it: way into the fate by the 
Sword,is much of-a Piece with the Reſt, and there's ſcarce any wall 
believe that that was the Parliaments Motive. All that can be 
ſaid with reſpe& to the Biſhops not forcing their way intro the 
ſtate, is only becauſe they never had fo ſtrong a Party in that 
Kingdom,and that all theKings that ſer them up there, were graſping 
after an Arbitrary /Goverament, for all the reafon King James 
the I. there the VI. gave, tor the Expediency of Bifhops there, was, 
that he had not ſufficient firength on his fide to ballance the Parlia- 
ment. &c, therefore that it was requiſite there ſhould be Bi 
to vote for him in Parliament, But: whatever this Gentleman 
ſubtly ſuggeſts, '.the World is not ſo (imple now as to believe 
that . they would not uſe their Utmoſt Efforts either to Introduce 
or ſupport themſelves, It 4s ſufficiently known what they have 
done to preſerve themſelyes in that Countrey, and how much they 
forwarded Arbitrary Government there (it plainly appearing that 
the pretended. Axiom which they « cunningly invented, No Biſhop 
no King, as to the , Scotch Biſhops -ought- to be, No Arbitrary 
King) is known to every. Body; that is atiy Wile ſeen in affairs of 
that Kingdom, And further it can; be proved beyond all contra- 
dition that all .the Perſecutions and Opprefhons that were ry. 


trated in. that Kingdom, are -owing not ſo much to 
or any Miniſter of State there (ſfome»of: whom ated only that they - 


might not :be turned out, tho! that will:never Juſtifie them) as to 
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If the Presbyterians afſerted thejr Government to be , 
Fare Diving, ' tis no more than what not a few Epi wy 
copal- do-z and tho in true ſpeaking buth may be in the, wrong, 
yer if Churches be to be regulated as they were in the Apoſtalical 


' Age, tho' the Presbyterians cannot pretend to a Jus Divinum, 


yet they may lay claim to an Ap2ftolical Prefident,which was always 

reckoned good Juſtification for any Praftice in the Church : For 

even St, Peter, for whoſe Authority aver the- reſt- the Roman 

Catholicks fo eagerly contend, calls himſelf a Fellow-Elder, - 
r. Pet, 5, 1. Ts Tg*pBuripts T% i Vaiy migarngas ts th owned bv TW) 
The Elders that are among you I exbort who am a Corelder, as.that 
word may be rendred. And St Paw! whom others pretend .to 
have been the Head Biſhop, never calls himſelf otherwiſe than a 
Miniſter, Apoſtle, Servant, or Preacher, and .ſubſeribes himſelt 
every where the ſalutation of me Paul, &c, And *tis obſervabis 
that the ſame Sr. Paul, As 20, 17, ent for { not the 
Dioceſane Biſhop or . Biſhops as ſome would have ir, bur ) the 
Elders of the Church of Epheſus ; and had there Been any 
Dioceſane, or Djoceſanes, then at Epheſus, | do not ſee how Sr. 
Paul cauld haveclearcd himſeit trom being an 4Morewrmiozora; 
a Bufe Body 'in other Mens matters, | as that word is rendred, 
1 Pet. 4. 15. When he ſent for the Elders without acquainting 
the Biſhop or Biſhops : But it is moſt remarkable that when he 
is exhorting them how to acquit themſelves, v, 28,- he ſays, 
TIperiya78 uy $4unis, x mn TW Taigerie iv Vuds mavius T3 do thero 
'Emaxdvs, &, Where tho”. they were Elders he was ſpeaking 
ro, he ſays, Take heed therefore to your (elves, and to all the Flock in 
( or over) which the Holy Ghoſt bath made you Biſhops, as the 
ſame Word is rendred by our Trarſlitors, 1 Tim, 3. 1, and 

Tit. 1, i7. Which had there been any Diſtinion then in 

the Church between a Biſhop and a Presbyrter, tis not to be 

ſuppoſed the Apoſtle would have ſaid. . And St, Joby takes to 
himſelf only the Appellation of Elder, .2 Fob. x, 3 Fob. 1 
'O mpzobdrepF 75 exaerTy Kugign 0 Tei0 buTep Of Tain T6 dzamr# TheBlder 
tothe Elef# Lady, the Elder to the Welk-belowed Gaius: Not St. - 
Andew:, Glagow,S&c, which ſeems the afſumiog to themſelves an 
Authority after the Manner. of the Kings of the Gentiles, -5, e, 


' Princes, and Noblemen contrary to Chrifts Expreſs Command, . 


Matt, 2.0, 25, 26. Since it cannot be denyed bur Titles are 
Badges 
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Badges of Authority, and wherever they are owned or given 
Authority is thereby indicated, Nor will it auch hd, the 
Matter ro ſay that this Honour is conferred upon them by the 
Prince, ſince it is obvious to reply that Chriſts Command ſeems 
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expreſly to prohibit it, who beſt knew what Miſchief thoſe great * 


Titles and Authority would do in the Chriſtian Church, 


This Gentleman farther ſays, that as they taught 

'Thid. the People that their Government: was Jure Divino, 
ſo that People might thereby be obliged to defend theme 

and it under the Pain of Eternal Damnation, even ( when Epiſ- 
copacy was eſtabliſhed by Divine Law,) &c, Where the Gen- 
tleman is ſo eager in Expolang that People that he juſtly expoſes 
himſelf to the Laughter of any Underſtanding perſon, when his 
ſaying that they »ighs be obliged unto it, dues not deny but 
vhey might rot: Had he ſaid, they were bownd or owght to do ir, 
he had ſpoke to the purpoſe, and in that caſe he could have 


accuſed them of nothing but what not a few of his own Party | 


have been guilty of, 


And that Conventicles were prohibited frim 4 

Ibid. guſt fear that the Old Humour would ferment into 6 
Rebellion, is only his affertion 'tis apparent enough 

that thoſe ſevere Afts were made principally co ſupport the 
Biſhops, and for fear leſt they ſhould be turned out again ( as 
nothing bur Force, joyned with the Debauchery and Irreligion 
of the Generality of their Communion who only «ffe&ed ſuch 


Church Governors 8s ſpared their Vices, ever kept them in that 
Kingdom.) 


And how cunningly ſoever he infinuates ths the 

Ibid. Rebelliow at Pentland Hills in 1666 was the effet 
of their Field Conventicles, yet *tis certain that there 

were but few Conventicles before that Infurreion ; The 
true Matter of fa in this point is, that Major Turner and 
ſome others were ſent into the Welt of Scotland, to ſuppreſs 
the Presbyterians there, the Soldiers were quartered upen 
FREE QUARTERS. belrdes that they Forc'd the PEOPLE 
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to pay them 6 4. a day, that many Families there were totally 
lmpoyeriſht z ſo that they were forced to give over their 
Farms, and have recourſe to the Charity of other honeſt Peo+ 
ple for their Subſiſtance. That in ſome places when that peo- 
ple were not able toentertain the Soldiers, as they had at their 

rſt coming, they fell a beating of *em and abuſed them ; 
who with the Neighbourhood ſtanding up in their own de- 
fence killed ſome of the Soldiers, whereupon partly through 
fear of being executed, and partly thro' Bitterneſs of Spirit, 
which their-grievous Bondage had cauſed in them ( fince as 
Solomon ſays, Oppreſlion makes a Wiſe Man Mad ) they be- 
took themſelves to Arms, and perſwaded other People whoſe 
Lives had been imbittered by ſeveral Years Oppreſlion to do 
the ſame. 

That the Indulgence after that InſurreQtion wzs 

granted them out of any favour is a Notorious Un- P. 6. 
truth : Ic js ſuſficiently known that it was a Strata- 
gem uſed on purpoſe to divide them, in fo far as ſome Mi- 
niſters were comprehended in it, and others very popular lefc 
out: Andit isno leſs certain that this fully anſwered their 
deſign, for as the Gentleman' cunningly upbraids 


- them afterwards, thoſe that preached inthe Fields 176i, 


were t00 rigid Cenſurers of their Brethren of the 
Indulgence, as vice verſa thoſe of the Indulgence were too 
Uncharitable towards their Brethren that Preacht in the 
Fields, which gave ſo great Advantage to their Enemies that 
ina ſhort time they were both reduced to a very low Paſs: 
Which ſhews how applicable that of our Saviour was to both 
of them, The Chilaren of this World are wiſer in their Ge- 
neration than the Children of Light. 
- And tho the Field-Meetings ( as he truly fays ) 
were declared to be the Rendeyvouzes of Rebellion, P, 7. 
yet *tis certain the poor People had no other deſign | 
1n going to them, than that tkey might hear the Word of 
God, which they thought was more faithfully diſpenſt there 
than inthe Publick Churches: And it isno leſs certain that 
it had great Effects on not a few who at firſt went thither only 
out of Curioſity, ſo that while they were under their preach- 
ing they ſcemcd to live quite new Lives from what they did 
C formerly ; 


C12) 

formerly ; and when thoſe Ficld-Mectings were ſuppreſt thoſe 
r Wretches made ſad Complaints of their returning to 
their Vomit, when they were azain confined to the Miniſtry 
of the Epiſcopal Clergy. Nor is this Gentleman Ingennous 
when he ſays, the State was neceſlitated to ſuppreſs' them for 
fear of being ſubverted ; for the true cauſe was, becauſe du- 
ring their Preaching in the Fields, all the adjacent Pariſhes 
frequented their Meetings : So that the | we Orthodox 
Clergy there had ſcarce all their own Family to hear them, 
in few places more. Ir is falſethat they had any deſign a- 
gainſt the Government, and though ſome of them went 
with Arms to thoſe Meetings, yet *s certain they offered 
Wrong to no Body, and diſp-rſt themſelves peaceably after 
the Sermon was over, unleſs they were diſturbed by Soldi- 
ers; in which caſe they had all the reafon of the World to dc- 
fend themſelves, for ifrheir Miniſter was taken, he was ſure 
to be execnted, and any of the reſt were to expect no hetter 
than Impriſonment, it may be for ſome years, if -ot ſent 
Slaves to the Weſt- Indies, as not a few were who could not be 
charged with any thing but going to Meetings. Theſe 
things conſidered no thinking Man will wender at their taking 
Arms along with them, eſpecizly fince the DoCtrine -of Self-'* 
defence is not now lookt upon as ſo great a Bughear as it was 
repreſented to be by Gentlemen that had neither more Religi- 
on nor Honeſty than they needed in thoſe toppirg Years of 

Loyalty, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86. 
It is notoriouſly falfe, as he afferts, That the 
P. %. Generality of the Presbyterians of Sco:/and, faid 
that the King had forfeited his Crown for Br-:king 
the Covenant, tho ſome did. Yet he liaving taken ih: Co- 
venant as his Coronation Oath, and Swern to maintain rhat 
Government, and K being on a fuppofed belief of his Sinceri- 
ty therein that they tendred him the Crown, tis not fe <4 
treamly to be aggravated if fome People faid fo > Let vs but 
imagine that as rhe King of England takes an Oath to main» 
cain the Chureh, and ſhould afterwards deſtroy and over- 
throw the whole Conſlicution thereof, and fer up another : 
That none of the Church of England would in this cafe fay 
that he had forfeited the Crown is morxe than any will now 


_ 
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believe: And if ſv, then this Learned: Author has mightil | 
expoſed his Weakneſs,in ſo baſely miſrepreſenting ſome wr, 
byterians for that which ſome of other Commynions would 
have been guilty of under the ſame Circumſtances. 

"Tis as Riſe an Ioſinuation as ever proceeded from the Fa- 
ther of Lies, That the Army that was defeated at Bothwell- 
Bridge, war gathered ro defend the Murtherers of the Arch-« 
biſhop of St. Andrews. It is ſufficiently known that that riſing 
was occafioned by the late Martyr Dundee ( as ſome of our 
Orthodox Gentlemen reckon him ) his going to ſeize the 
Miniſters and Hearers at a Meeting at Lowdon-Hill : That 
thoſe that were at the Mceting ſent out ſome of their number 
to entreat him to let them conclude their Work, and they 
would diſmiſs themſelves ſpeedily and peaceably : That he 
would give no audience to their Requeſt, whereupon ſuch 
ofthem as had Arms ( who were not above his Number ) 
drew out to meet him, received his Fire, and afterwards 
gave this Orthodox Jure Divino Champion ſo warm Enter- 
tainment that he was glad to ſcamper, they purſued them 
near to Glaſgow, and the Kings Forces that were there, bein 
fitter to Fight againſt Naked Men and Women than again 
fuch as had Arms, left the Place, fo as they had Liberty to 
enter, and afterwards invited all their Friends to come in 
to their Aſfiſtance. And if any of the Archbiſhops Murderers 
were there, that can no more militate againſt them than Kin 
David: admitting a great many Perſons that were guilty © 
ſeveral Crimes, conld againſt the Lawfulneſs of his Deſign. 
And tho ſome approved of their F2Q, yet *tis certain a far 
greater number diſapproved it. 

The Indemnity, he mentions, which was gran- 
ted them after Bothwell- Bridge was very ſhort lived, 1bid. 
tho no other Provocation was given by them than 
that our Orthodox Clergy could have few or no Hearers while 
they were kept up. And our Gentleman non inſanit ſine ra- 
t5one, while he ſays that the Parliament finding that thoſe Mi- 
niſters Preaching up Rebellion; had occaſion*d all this danger 
to King andPeople ( tho ris true! that there have been Par- 
liaments in Scotland, that I believe would not be very unlike 
tothe Orthodox Lady #. who hearing a Miniſters Text re- 
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peated, that preachedat a Meeting, ſaid, That the very wards 
of the Text were Treaſon ) yet all the while nothing of this 
was proved, tho it was an caſie thing in thoſe days to call any 
thing Rebellion; however there was a ſpecious pretence for 
the Parliaments ſo doing, ſince they going away from thoſe 
Miniſters who preached lictle elſe but Loyalty to the Prince; 
a great part of ſome of whoſe Weekly Studies was to enure 
themſelves and train up their People in the Duties of Loy- 
alty, viz. to Drink the Kings Good Health, and Confuſionto 
Whigs and Men of Republican Principles, and to thoſe Prea- 
chers who inſiſted mainly on that which is due tothe Sove- 
raign of Heaven and Earth (which amongſt all the Honeſt 
Heathen had always the good luck to be called Sedition and; 
Rebellion ) they might well be jealous leſt they ſhould ſhrink 
alittle in their Eoyalty. | 
He next brings the Plot upon the Stage as ano- 
Jbi4. ther EffeC of their Field-Preachings. But ſince the 
World has now diſcovered ſo much Cheat in that 
part of it which was ſaid to be managed here, which at leaſt 
was the moſt conſiderable;it ſufficiently ſhews how.little ſtreſs 
is to be laid on what an Orthodox Scotchman ( whetherof the 
Clergy or Laity) fays, to fome of whom ir needs-not be doub- 
ted but a Jeſuite may give the Right Hand of Fellowſhip, for 
theic Excellent Improvementsin thoſe Noble Arts of ſpeaking 
above and beſides the Truth, blackning their Adverfaries, 
anJ a ſeared Forehead ( as well as Conſcience ) to advance a- 
ny thing that may but ſupport their Cauſe. 
From the foregoing Narrative he draws this 
Ibid. Inference, That it « admired why the Government ts 
taxed with ſo much Cruelty, and.the Atts themſelves 
reproacht as Diabolical: And to prove the Reaſonableneſs of his 
Inference, he firſt gives us to know. that the Aits againſt 
Field Conwenticles are the ſame with the preſent Laws of Eng- 
land; andleſs ſevere than thoſe made againſt Diſſenters in Queen 
Elizabeth's time, or thoſe againſt the Calviniſis in Sweden. 
We might ask this Defender ofthe Orthodox Cauſe, if Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters were orderedto be put to Death for preach- 
ing in Meetings in Queen Elizabeth's time ? But to wave this, 
we may with good Reaſon ayonch that this Gentleman, how - 


| (15) 
| | Lawyer ſoever he was, is none of the beſt Caſuiſts 
' for we are not to take our Meaſures from what any Proteſtants 
or Lutheransdoy but from the Word of God, and according 
' to the DiQates of true Chriſtianity, againſt which if a Parlia- 
ment makes Acts ( ſuch as all thoſe are that tend to Perſecu- 
tion ) I do not ſee how they can be obeyed without Sin : For 
to apply our Authors own Words, p. 24. © The Parliament 
' «by their Authority cannot make that fir which is inconliſtent 
* with Humane Nature, &c. And when he or any of his 
Party can prove that ſuch Laws are conſiſtent with the Word 
of God, or the Principles of Chriſtianity then, and not till 
then can he juſtifie Proceedings in that Point. 

He pretends that the Liberty of Preaching in Houſes was 
taken away becauſe of their Rebellions. But were all the - 
Presbyterians in Scotland guilty of thoſe Rebellions ? Why 
then ought not thoſe that were Innocent, and lived Peaceably 
under the Government allowed the Liberty of Worfhipping 
God according to their Conſciences? Had this been done, 
and thoſe only proſecuted that were guilty of thoſe Rebelli- 
ons, then he might have had ſomething to boaſt of; but no-- 
thing like it was done, but if any Perſon tho never ſo Loyal, 
yet ſcrupled to join with the preſent Miniſtry, no diſtintion 
was made betwixt him and the moſt turbalent : Nay tis ſuf-. 
ficiently known that Women were not exempred from their 
Cruelty (perfons one would think that could never either by 
their Policy or Strength undermine the Government,and a Sex 
that might have expected at leaſt ſome ProteCtion from the 
Severity of the Laws, from ſuch a Prince as King Charles the 
Second was ) but were Impriſoned, Fined, and ſome of them 
Executed. 

His ſecond Reaſon is, © Whatever might be 
« ſaid againſt ſuch ACts in Conntreys where Difſen- P. 8: 
© ters never imtred into a War, yet inthss Iſle, 

« where they overturned the Government and Laws, and 
< were upon every Occaſion again attempting it, ſo ſmall a: 
© Caution cannot be accounted ſevere, Where he maliciouſly 
and falſly lays the War againſt K. Charles I. both in England 
and Scotland only to the Dillenters Charge, when it it Noto-- 
pious. that: the greateſt part. of the Parliament Azmy w_ - 
of 
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firſt made up of the Church of Enzland ; yea that of them few © b 


ſave the Landian Fation joined King Cherles I. a. great 
part of whoſe Army ( at leaſt the Officers of it ) were Ro- 
man Catholicks, and tis no leſs certain that the Body of the 
Parliament of Scotland, upon that Kings impoſing the Service- 
Book to be Read in one of the Churches of Edenboroaugh, en- 
tred into a League to defend them(elves from any further Ops» 
preſſion or Tyranny that ſhould be offered. _ But the-Readet 
may eaſily perceive by this what credit this Gentleman de- 
ſerves, whoſe Prejudice has ſo far benighted bis Underſtand- 
ing as to avouchLies ſo eaſily difcoverable; ?tis a plain Indica- 
tion that he will take a far greater Liberty in things leſs obvi- 
ous to Mens Knowledge. 
His third Reaſon is; That this Caution wes much more Tut 
in Scotland thav in England, becauſe Diſſenters in Scotland 
were mere Bigotted tothe Covenant, which is a Conflamt Fond 
for Rebellion. But why the Covenant ſhould be ſo (tho I am 
no great ſtickler for it ) I cannot underſtand, fince among 0- 
ther things it binds the Takers thereof, zo preſerve and defend 
the Kings Majeſties Perſon and Authority, in the Preſeryation of 
the true Religion ( by which no doubt they _ governing 
the Church by Presbyters, &c.) And ſuppoſe this be an 
Oath made by the Majority of People, as what is Ratified by 
Parliament muſt always be judged to be, why ſhould this be 
more inclinable to Rebellion than an Oath made to maintain 
Epiſcopacy and the Ceremonies ? And ſuppoſe a King ſhould 
violatethis latter Oath, and endeavour to introduce either 
Popery or Presbytery, it needs not now be. queſtioned (ef- 
pecially fince our Loyal Gentlemen declared that. the Reaſon 
why thoſe Honeſt Orthodox Highlanders raiſe] their Rebellion 
was becauſe Presbytery was Eſtabliſht in Scotland; I might 
ſay further, that it was none of the leaſt Reaſons of King 
Fames's Abdication, that he endeavoured to overturn : the 
Church) that he would nor meet with much more favour 
from their Hands than at the moſt Bigotted Covenanters. 
Irememberl have Read that Mabomer in his Alco- 
Hornbech ran where he reſtrifts his Votaries to ſach a number 
ſum.Coutr. of Wives, has yet a Reſerve for himſelf: And. 
_ brings in Gad ſpeaking thus, 4+ tibi O Prophers: 


licet 
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have his Laws tye up the People, but not himſelf: I do not fee 
thoſe Gentlemen a whit more reaſonable : If Diſſenters ſtand 
up in theirown Defence againſt Tyranny, it is reſiſting the 
Lords Anointed, a Sin that will undoubtedly Damn them ; 


* but if they play the ſame Game, tho without the minuteſt 


Provocation or leaſt ſhew of Reaſon for it, ( as in the Caſe of 
the Highland Rebellion ) ?ris no ſuch matter, they muſt re- 
ſtore their Church, Rights, &c. 
His fourth Reaſon 1s, That the Poſterior As 

made againſt Field Conventicles were the neceſſary Ibid. 
Produtt of new Acceſſional Degrees of Rebellion. This 

13 manifeſtly falſe, fince as above, that at 'Pemland Hills in 
1666 was the Effect ofthe Oppreſlion thoſe poor People groan- 
ed under, and chat at Borhwe/-Bridge was begun in defence of 
their Miniſters Life and Peoples Liberty, and when they had 
once killed ſome Soldiers, there was no ſafety for them: toex- 
peCt but what their Arms conld purchaſe to them. 

. This Gentleman ſays afterwards, That the Go- 

wernors Can ſay that no Man in Scotland ever ſuffer- Ibid, 

ed for his Religion. But what means the Bleating' 

of the Cattel then ? Were not Major Turner and ſeveral others 
ſent to-quarter upon thoſe of the Weſt on Free Quarters, be- 
fides that they were forced to pay 6 4. a day, prior to any 
Rebellion ? If this was not Perſecution for Religion, the Im- 
mortal of France ( to whom | dare ſay our Author bore no 
fmall reſp:& ) has been baſely traduced by Republican Spirits. 
So that were this Gentlemans Paper ſtritly canvaſt, it might 
be juſtly queſtioned whether there were more Lies or Sen- 
tences in ic, 

His Maliciovs Inſtance of Remwick ſhews the Inve- 
teracy of his Hatred againſt the Presbyteriansz and 7b5d, 
he might as well have forbore the mentioning of 


it: For I have been credibly informed, that Renwick, was- 


a Romiſh Prieſt, and ſpared on that account, tis not unlike- 
ly that he might weaken the Presbyterians by keeping up Divis 


fions among them : But that they inſiſted for his Life, when- 


we have it of a Perſon who is not wholly abandoned to his Paſs 


hons, and who will make Conſcience of faying nothiog = 
VT : 


(1%) 


what is Truth, we ſhall have. ſome reaſon-to.give Credit ; 


to it. 


He next endeavours to render them-more odious | 
AT by ſhewing how little they had to pretend for the * 


juſtifying of their Diſſent, ſince there were no Ce- 

remonies enjoin?d in the Epiſcopal Church there. But our 
Gentleman might have forbore the taking upon him the Office 
ofa Caſuiſt, which he ſeems ſo ill qualified for : For all the 
Publick Miniſters there ſince the beginning of the Civil Wars, 
till King Charles*s Reſtauration,had taken the Covenant, which 
obliged them not to own Dioceſan Epiſcopal Government: 
And there is no doubt but any Honeſt Man would think bim- 
ſelf bound to diſown it, till ſuch time as he were convinced 
that the Matter of the Cath was unlawful : Now they baving, 
or at leaſt believing they had a diſpenſation from God to 
Preach the Word, ?tis not to be ſuppoſed they would think 
themſelves diſcharged from that Oflice, becauſe they were 
prohibited to Preach by the Biſhop : And ?tis eaſily ſuppoſe- 
able their Hearers had no great liking for the Biſhops Curates, 
eſpecially ſince at the Reſtauration avery few excepted they. 
were guilty of Breach of Oath, the Matter whereof they 
could neveryet prove to be ſinful: And if any Perſon be re- 
puted Perjur®d, every Honeſt Man ſhuns any Commerce with 
him : Much more if a Man be of ſo Sacred a Function as is a 
Preacher of the Word, who that has any thing of Rcligion in 
him will ſo much as Couatenance him ? Beſides, fince many of 
the Laity did take the Covenant, and obliged-themſelves 
to difown Epiſcopal Government, it needed not ſo much 
have ſtartled him {if he had any Conſcience himſelf ) that 
thoſe People would not hear the Publick Miniſters, till ſuch 
time as they were ſatisfied of the unlawfulnefs of the -Oath, 
ſince. bearing them duely and ordinarily might . have 
ſeemed to be a down-right Violation of it... B« ſides, "tis 
not improbable that thoſe who are of Opinicn thatthat Office 
crept into the Church contrary to Chriſts Inſtituticn, might 
more ſcruple at that than at any Ceremony whatſoever. But 
the Gentleman by what he adds in the end of this Paragraph 
contradits himſelfas if he were ina Frenzy ; for ifthe b<c(t 
of their Miniſters and almoſt all the People Communicated, v5 
- e 
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it 3 hefays; ks Leer to ſhew the Unreaſen- . 
as | 


their Diſeat from the Publick Churches ? 
As $0. whavfollows-next that the King and 


s -Fbrees Bſtares ſhould be acknowletged the beſt  7b;d. | - 


Judges of what was Salts Populi (an Inyidious MS... 
Diſtoyal: Word itt all their Parties Ears; ) it is ſufficiently 
known Cas has been hinted above) that we had no Three 
Eſtates foraconfiderabletime after the Reformation :.Byt co 
wave that, cweare notalways'to take tlie Notion of Sale Pow 
palifrom/aDafliament Colperaly wit thoſe Members. of ic 
'the People were. ſure to 


| render themſelves the Biftt” of great Perſons Fury, which. no 


2 not yer forgot that L 


doubt made Men of Timorous and Puſillanimous Spirits com- 
ply with-whartevet they pleaſed to impoſe on them, as is fell; 
out ever ſince his Royal Highnel® Parliament there,. and tis 

d Bilbaven for; but contradifting 


| thenvin Torhething they were 'ptomoting was ſent; to- Pri-- 


ſon; and if"1-rentember*rjpht;* ordered _tq be proſecuted; 
which made Men of Principles ro decline 20 Truſt) 
Buc from the Law of God and Nature, as itrhas been main-- 
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« tering of Soldiers at their Diſcretion,. who as they have j 


« ſufficient Pay for their Suſtenance, ſo the Kingdom is at; * 
&« double Charges, without any Reaſons given for. it; their * 
« committing Gentlemen to,Priſon, without declaring the * 
« Cauſe, but on the contrary,. forcing them; to-accuſe and; * 


« piye Evidence againſt themſelves, and Impoſing Fines ac- 
& cording to their Pleaſure , cauſing ſome for fear to deſert 


« their Countreys by Vextue. of their Intercommunings, - 


« founded on thoſe cvil Pretences : 'They, have ſo generally 
« 5nyolved every one in this Danger, that the; Councillors 


« themſclyes could not be ſecure without haviog recourſe to: * 


&« 7 Pardon, or procuring themſelves to. be excepted, whilſt 
« jn'the mean while the Common People lay at their Diſcre- 
« tion. They gave Power to Oſhcers and Private Soldiers to 
« commit 'upon many Subjeats who lived infull Peace. and 
© Onietneſs, the Ereatet of Barbarigies, as to. deſtroy them 
« by Hanging, Killing, Drowning, without -;any. Form of 
« Proceſs, and without apy Reſpect had to Age or. Sex; not: 
«' sFring ſome fo much time as to Pray to God, and that with- 
« ont any other reaſon, ſave that they would not ſubſcribe 


« or anſwer to their Queſtions which they propoſed to them 


« without any Legal Authority, and againlt the Common 
« Right of Men, which leaves to cvcry one a Liberty nov to 
« reveal the Secrets of his Thoughts. Not to mention a 
« great many other Violences and Qppreſſions, which this: 
« Diſtreſſed Nation has been expoſed to, without any aſſu- 
<< rance of ever ſeeing an End of them, or being delivered 
« from them. 

T he bare mentioning of this is enough to refute his whole 
Vindication, fince ?ris obvious that Infinite more credit is due: 
to his Majeſties Declaration,  who-undoubtedly would take 
care that tie ſhould not be impoſed npon 1n repreſenting the 
Grievances of that Kingdom, which this Gentleman will have- 
to be none at all, than toa Perſon that had a great ſhare in all 
thoſe Oppreſſions, who, with a great many more, ſhould haye 
been made Vitims to publick Jultice (ſome of whom ſcem to 
be too highly favoured) and owe theirLives perhaps to a pre- 
dominancy of Mercy. 


He 
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. "He next endeavours to anſwer Obje&ions; the * - _- 

firſt! whereof is, That the fevers: Laws againſt Con-:;, Ps 105; 
wenticlerwereyet "more ſeverely put #7 Execution by + 1 | 


7 _Siz James Turner, &'c. which! eccaſian'd the [nfurreftion ar 


Pentland Hil, &c. In anſwer to which ithe: Gentleman 
ſtands ſtifly by his Arbicrary Tackiing,. That ell riſing in Arms 
wpon any pretence whatſoever 15 declared Rebellion, andtherefore 
no boty ſhould queſtion but. -that /twas'ſa; 'Butrbis inftance 
he brings in is'very wideiof the Mark ; For, becauſe; Men with 
not grudge Free Quarters to.Soldiers; when-they ſave. ther 
from a Race of Men that Chow Orthodax: or-Loyal ſoever 
they may ſeem to be in his Eyes and the Arbitrary | Faftions) 
are really no bettet than Cormorants, -and- leave nothing, be- 
hind:them-ſave Marks of their Unhumane Cruelty, 1 mean the 
BARBAROUS HIGHLANDERS ; Does it therefore follow 
that if che King ſendsSoldiers againſt a; part-of rhe Countrey 
to oppreſsand impoveriſh them-by-all means, and in no wiſe 
todefcnd them from an Enemy, and continue them among 
them till they have eat vp all, and_then treat their Perſons 
with all manner of Cruelty ; that ghey moſt patiently bear al; 
andthat in this Caſe-God and-Nature has tefi them, no Power 
to defend themſelves? This were -toyfyrn the . World 
upſide down, and make God the-Authorof all the Oppreſſions 
that are commirtedin the World, ſince he neicher, will pre- 
vent them himſelf, nor fuffer Feople to-do-any thing for their 
own Deliverance, if what he ſays be trae. | | 

As to ſending away People ro-the Plantations, he © 
ſays, Jt is Anſwered that none were. ſent' away, but P- 1t. 
ſocb.caweretaken at Bothwell-Bridge, or /x 'Argile* -. + 
Rebellion. Behold the Veracity. of an. Oxthodgax Gentleman 
of.the true Church of Scerland! For ic is ſufficiently known 
that a conſiderable Number were ſent away in the latter end 
of the year 78,: which was at leaſt half.a year before. the Ri- 
ſing at Bothwell-Bridge, twenty whereof were bropght up here 
to Londpn in. order to be: Tranſported .thrher, as may, be 
proyed by: Hundreds in this Cigy, butihat thropgh ,the.Liter 
reſt of ſome Worthy-Merchapts) abgur; the, City” of. Loren, 
the Maſter of the Ship that was4o carry-them over would: cox 
receive them, when he underſtood that they were tent abrogp 
D 2 or 


C22) 


for their Noticonformity:) In the year 74 or 75, bout Thir- © 


ty of zhem were ſenpover iato France, and Charitable. Peo- 
ple in Scorland were ncteffitated toraile a confiderable Sum of 
Money to redtcm them from the Captains that had.;got the 
Gift of 'them : 'Befdes vhar many were ſent into the Weſt» 
Indies towards the- latter end of King CharlerPs Reign who 
could be charged with nothing) but refuling to hear the Pariſh 
Curate.' - And when all theſe things were . dont this Gentle: 
nan Was wg eb ae and foicould nzither be lgnagrant of 
the - Crime for which; nor of the time when -they- were ſent 
away : But war a0 197g the Truth vf this is fo notorious 
to any in that Kingdom, he had the Impudence to impoſe 
thoſe Lies to delude People here, being ſufficiently convinced 
of the truth of the Jefuitical Maxim, Fortiter calummniare ali+ 
quid adbirebit. 9] EAI ASTONT YON £ 
How much foever Torture may. be allowed by 
Ibid. the Law of our Nation, | yet this much is certain; 
| that ir never (was fo much par in praCtice in'Scors 
land for many Hundred years, as it was during the Mild Gos 
vweroment of King Charks H. 1301 ; 
* What ho ſays in:Defenee of Tmpriſonments is ſo. weak "that 
it deſetves'nio Anſwer: For'where dots the! Civil Law allovs 
totake Sibjefts up without aryiteal gt ound, ian on no Proof; 
21d keep them half a year, 2 year or more in 'Prifon, avſeve- 
rat Gentlenient have been ſerved chere, not becauſe they dif 
ſented from the EſtabliſhrChurel, but '"meerly bzcauſe they 
oppoſed them in their deſighs of Enflaving the Nation ? 

11-3 10 Oo cuage's. <1, Fr- the Hioblanders on. rbe Wi #+ 
P. 12. #ehB!Ntrions, "and Haking Fett \Oxarter there,\ he 
101 110. Ways, TEM hiſwerrd that many Thuifandt had gathers 
ed iti Fith Convent itles with Arms for ſeveral years, and when 
theſe 'Conventicles which met in ſeveral Plater pleaſed ro join in 
one, they could form an' Army; to prevent woich, the Council, 
&c. Where this Author prevaricates after his "Old way t 
For in the firſt place, terhim'or any of che [Party-tell when 
there was 2 Rehellion there, .but what waseicher the Effects 
of vnparalkePd Oppreſſion ;; ( as there never'was greater Op- 

eſhon any where in Exrope than was there) as that at Peres 

4 Hills, or in their own defence, asat Zowdew Hill, which 
| was 


* 
. 
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(23) 
was the beginning of that Putt Mig e.. And tho ſome 
of thoſe that went to thoſe eetjngs took Arms alohg with 
them, yet ®cis certain, they carried Atmns upon no other ac- 
count than to ſave therafelves from being taken by rhe Soldi- 
ers. It is ſufficiently Known that at firſt they could not ſafel 
Preach in Houſes, when they ſaw that, being reſolved if pol- 
ſible to enjoy what they thought tlie Sorki DIR tion of 
the Goſpel, they went to unfreqpranes Hearhy Places in the 
Fields without any Atms: But they had not long gone ſo to 
thoſe places but Soldiers were ſent out againſt them, and ſe- 
veral of them were taken and impriſoned, to preveht which 
for the future, thoſe rook Arms that had any,with no deſign to 
offend any perſon, but meerly that they might defend them- 
ſelyes from being taken. So that his Accuſations in this poing 
might have had ſome ſhew of Reaſon, had they but had. a Li; 
derty granted them till ſuch time as they had abnſed k (which 
at leaſt King Charles 11, was obliged to by Treaty at Brida 
but nothing like this, but all Condemned as Rebellious an 
Seditious before they diſcovered any ACts of it, which no- 
thing hot their Severity extorted. . Ig is a. falſe, Su eſtion 
that noleſs would fatishe them than aboliſhip bp CODACy : 
It is ſufficiently known that 'they would . have b 0 Yery, well 
fatisfied with a Liberty, and have livedas Loyally, had it but 
been granted as the greateſt Pretenders thereto, a plain in- 
ſtance whereof we have from their Behaviour from the time 
that the lare King granted an Indulgence, tho they were as 
far from advancing a Popiſh Intereſt, as thoſe who call them- 
ſelves Orthodox : * Who tho they decryed and condemned the 
Kolatry of the Church of Rome,yet fet up aTyranny if not ex- 
ceeding it, atleaſt that might compere with.it.. This Geatle- 
man knows nothing of the Rudenefs of thoſe Higblanders,. 
you muſt know they are his Countrey-menand Orthodax Men, 
and he had a Talent to lay out only in blackening the Whigs, 
tho the whole Countrey there ecchoed with the Cries of thei 
Rapines, for they were ſo far from anſwering the Conncil 6 
fign of oppreſſing'only Whigs, that they Pilfored 1d Robb d 
whatever they could cone, it; they made no diſtindi A boy 
$5 


io 

twixt Orthodoxiſm and Whiggiſm,, but all weze ie | 
them, ſpthat the Council, was Cctifof tro ſed themhome 
| again... 


4.4) 


. gain.. -I ſhall only, take, notice gf op this Subje&t, that I br 
our Orthodox Gentteren 83d call aTopy tothe From King, | 
to bring down bis Heretic y_ the ſame Meaſures as.ous Oc- 


chodox Gentlemen hrought down'the Whiggiſh Subjets (un- 
leſs this Term be phos, £3, in adjetto, as all their Proclama- 
tions boreJ:ſo far are tlicy from. being, ſuch Novices-as to 


take Meaſures from_ the Otder. of the Name Jeſus, that they 


cat! preſcribe them Methods of deſtroying, and bringing down: 
And theſe Meaſutes were effetually followed. by the French 
King, rill in. the end he quite ruined his. Huguenat Subjects, 
as may plain! appear from this, that theſe Mezſures ;were 
firſt raken'b "Kin Charles and his moſt Loyal Subjes, the 
Otthod6X.Chure » 4ndis not alittle confirmed by .a paſſage 
that happened between a Scotch Gentleman in. France about 
the beginning of rhe Dragooning, and one. of chat. Kigzs'Go- 
vernours.:. He finding the Governourto be a Gentleman of a 
very good Temper, aſſumed rhe Boldneſs to ſhew him his ad- 
miration that the French King ſhould take ſuch Barbarous 
Meaſures to reduce the French Proteſtants ; the other reply- 
ed, That it was matter of greater ſurprize to him that any of 
rhe King of Britains Subjetts ſhould be ſo aftoniſht at bis Maſters 
Meaſures, ſince be had taken the [ame which be uſed to reduce 
rhe Weſtern Shires of Scotland. 
an ' © How joſt ſoeyer he pretends the Capital Sen- 
P. 17. |” tences to hive been, yet if we conſider what ſimple 
crazed People they were that were Executed, it is 


. little either to his or that Cooncils Credit ; Perſons that 


might be really called diſtempered in their Brains, an& under 
deep Mclancholy, through the Opperions they underwent, 
and the Tntercommunings, whereby they were forced to ab» 
ſcond all day. and at Night when others were at reſt, ſeek 
for that Refreſhment which Nature required, whereby they 
weredeprived of all Civil Society : I (hall only inſtance in 
one of thoſe People, by which you may eaſily conceive, what 
the reft were: He was fo imprydent, that being preſcart- at 
the Execution of one of them, could not farbear railing. a» 
rainſt the Hangman, calling þim, Muradering Dog, &c, This 
Perſon was thereupon Seized ye Soldiers that were -pre- 
fent ar the Execution, ſecured, and a little time after was 
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brought before the Council, where ( according to their uſual 
© way co ask queſtions, which if the Perſons decline&to anſwer 
they were'reputed Guilty ) they asked him, If he;had been 
at Bothwell-Bridge, his Anſwer was, - Aye, that F wat: Ano- 
ther Query was put to him, Had you a Sword about you? He 
* anſwered; Aye, and Piſtols too, ( whereas a Child might have' 


i beat this Champion, and taken all from him.) Hereupon 
* ſome of the Council who had fome- conſideration of Humane 


Frailtys ſaid, Send him away, why do we trouble our ſelves 
with ſuch 'a Mad Fellow as this ? But others of them that 
were of our Authors ſtamp, ſaid, No; But let us put fome 


2 ather Queſtions tolhim, and thereupon queſtioned him about 
the Kings Authority, and the poor Creuture denied all point 


Blank, and was afterwards Executed for it; and moſt of 


| them that ſuffered there were of ſuch diſtempered Breins as 


this/Creature was ; and it was nounuſnal way with the Coun- 
cil to Execute thoſe diftreſt People the fame day they were 
brought.in to Edinburgh, ſending them immediately from the 
Council Houſe tothe'Place of Execution; which was a certain 
Iadicaticn that ſome of thoſe Honourable Members, at leaſt 
thoſe who were higheſt in Power, ated very differently from 
what:our Religion injoins us, and: had very little of that Spi- 
ritof Tenderneſs and Charity fo much inculcated by ir. And 
iſithey found that a Perſon was fully reſolved to Die at com- 
ivg; before them, to vex him they would keep him tonger : 
As it fel] out to acertain Perſor in the beginning of King 
James Reign ( before ous Gentleman was turned ovt, for 
we could ſee no danger of Popery till fach time as Piſfcnters 
had Liberty ) who appearing beforethe Council as brisk as 
his Condition did allow him, expecting as others to be ſent 
ſtsaight to the Place of Execution. Some of the Council faid,,. 
What! Youthink todie- to day, I warrant you; you ſhalt 
not have that favour, you ſhall be kept till Friday, ( it being 
Treſday or Weane ſaay, I cannot now ſay poſitively whether; 
but heard it for an undoubted. Fruth )- and accordingly he was: 
Executed on Friday. And tho ſome of thoſe People did main- 
tain ſtrange Tenets about: Authority, yet T1 doubt not but 
their Deaths were precious in Gods ſight, arid will be require> 
at the hands of thoſe Perſons, if a. feaſonable Repenrance- 


( which 


(26) 

(which it may be no- leſs than ataking ſevere Yengeance 
them for their Inventions, willever extort from them ) w— 
Prevent it... It had been, more like/a Chriſtian to /have ſent; 
thoſe People to a Madshouſe, to try if there was any poſlibili-: 
tyof reftitying their Brains, than to a Gibbet., -Anq we know: 

at, occaſion, was taken from the Imprudence of thoſe Poor 
People by ſome Spiritual Merchants, to traduce not only. all ? 
the Presbyterians there, but even all the Diſſencers here, and. 
incenſe the Mob ſo againſt them, that: it is owing to no;.leſs: 
than an Extraordinary reftrainivg Powet! of God' that they: 
were not knocked omthe Head as they went along the Screets, 
ſagreat a Hatred-bad Men whom'no Principles keepback from 
perpetrating the Wickedeſt Attion,thereby concerved again(t 


[f . | | 
But, ſhall brief. expoſe the Scravge, and UnparallePd Par- 
tiality of this Gentlemas in vindicating the taking away thoſe 7 
poor Peoples Lives, by comparing them with our preſent: Fa, * 
cobites, | think the moſt Bigotted Reader will-gront that-tbis | 
Author has gives them as black a Charafter asis poſſible to. be | 
done, which for the more clear Conviction of his. Prevaricati-. * 
on I ſhall ſay nothiog; againſt, only. this, Dato, ſed mon Con-/ | 
ceſſs that it were ſp, it ought to be conſidered that King/ |} 
Charles I; had promiſed to- maintain' that Gavernment: by: ? 
his Corqnation Oath, had again-promiſedthema Liberty (ifi 3 
not more ) ac Breda, and.notwithſtanding, Prior to -any- Aft 
of Dilloyalty on their ſide,, had declared them to: be Irrecon- 
cileable Enemies, till ſuch times as they altered their 'Princi- 
ples ( which "cis not ſoraſie a task for an Ingenuous Perſon to- 
perform as Men that have none do: commonly: believe )-and 
treated them as ſuch, tillat laſt be, made not a few of them'ro- 
become Haters of his Government, On the-other: Hand tis . 
ſaffticieatly known, how the Zacobizes: have acquicted them-' 
ſelves here z their Carriage has! been;fuch to Their: Preſent 
Majzeſties that it nceds not be queſtioner,, but that of all Per- 
ſans, that;have been Segitious:agd.Difaietted ro a Govern--! 
ment for many Ag%, they have begn and are. the. moſt inve- 
terate : For it, plajnly, appears thas ſince; Thew Majeſties '\Ac- 
ceſ9at9.the Crown: they have:bedn:convqually: Plocting) to - 
Subvert the Government, ſdthat the Jeſuites themſelves may. 
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"Coind muſt Te Swexr 6 FOOT we doiv' yo pho : | Y 

Tet," yes, i it, ind wet laugh in'our Sleeve, 0! 
1't any reaſon WE ſhould thitk ought odd, MM 

When' THESE point plank Swear, who profeſs 2 God ? 


.APhinlo picks that what our Gentlerhar fays way! chin 
generally {c he open Utitruth, fine had-tfiere* ho'ſ] 
romiſe been made,” *tis not to be fappoſed the Council wonlt 
ave dhe fo'Lanj n'd : And alt fortsof Petſons, 'even 
that underftood the ScorchLaw as well as the Kings Advocate, 
faid, That tho they, believed really that Afrech:iV ligd "been 
guilty of that, Aſlaſhnation, yer chac hewas Condemned with 
ws ch roof 4s the Lav r Freb Tr thay pojoer Bit "he cots" 
clad ha Notori _y Lie,* red -7 Rays: That Mitch ac" 
ryong ih bis Cri , and rte bh her” the ſider. 
at of Pe Aſſaſſin cer ny "Sine! any that was/prolent' at; 
the Execution can ſte the Faoos of that, and thatiwhers 


an. dot ik the hardneſs of the Jultice he way 
EE having be Cohdcimied' tpon: 'a0 Exerujn 
al > on DE 


f Life, _—_— were : 
drown his Voice, after which he appli 
Wo hy bis brotiont arg 
Fecond Tnftance is that of Lac _—_ ly" 
P."2d.' he poke was Guilty of a Soldiers Death 
much as he commanded thoſe I 
an Officer : Bur we may eaſily ſee from what is above, that 
all is not Goſpel that proceeds from this Gentlemans Mouth = 
For it was depoſed by feveral Witneſſes, that he was a Mile 
from the Place when the Soldier was kilted, and it was fup- 
poſed that he was killed;by -agother Soldier firing at fome 
that were at the Meevivg. + Andi notwithſtanding that three 
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